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liam III of Prussia, the two Austrian representatives, the
princes of Schwarzenberg and Liechtenstein, Nesselrode,
General Pozzo di Borgo, Dalberg, and Talleyrand. There
was no English representative at the meeting. And then
began the discussion that was to determine the fate of
Europe, a discussion in which Talleyrand and Alexander,
the two friends of Erfurt, took the leading roles. History's
judgment on this encounter has been that it was the meet-
ing of two thieves. Such an explanation is far too simple.
We already know Talleyrand. It is time we knew some-
thing about Alexander, this young ruler, aged thirty-seven,
who was going to decide the fate of France and of Europe.
And to know him, we must read a document which, like
the letter from Thugut to marquis Gherardini on Decem-
ber 27, 1796,* and the letter from the Directory to Bona-
parte on April 7,1797,* is one of the keys to an understand-
ing of Western history that lie buried in archives. This
document contains the "Confidential Instructions to M. de
Novosiltzow on His Visit to England," signed on Septem-
ber 11, 1804, by Alexander and countersigned by his
Foreign Minister, Prince Adam Czartoryski.5 Novosiltzow
was going to England to negotiate the alliance which be-
came known as the Third Coalition. The young Emperor,
then twenty-seven, put into this document his thoughts and
plans on war and peace for his envoy to submit to the
British government. After stating that the,French had con- ,
vinced the world "that their cause is that of the freedom
and prosperity of peoples," he declared:
It would be shameful for mankind to consider such a noble
cause to be the property of a government which under no
circumstances is worthy to defend it.... The welfare of man-
kind, the true interests of legitimate authority, and the1 success
of the enterprise to be launched by the two powers [England
s See The Gamble, pp. 137-140.
4 See' ibid., pp. 180-185.
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